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Presentation 

aims and objectives 
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ISO 18490

Practitioners / Employers 

BS EN ISO 18490:2026
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ISO/TC 135/SC 7

ISO/TC 135/SC 7: Subcommittee for Personnel 

Qualification in Non-Destructive Testing. 

33 participating members and 14 observing members.
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Independent Certification Bodies 
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BINDT BSI
ISO SC 

7

BS EN ISO 18490 Development

ISO/TC 135/SC 7 committee
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Russia
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ISO 18490:2026 - Main Changes

18490

Far, Colour, Greyscale added 

Removal of Tumbling E

Radner / Snellen / Landolt
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Near Vision acuity only

Tumbling E

ISO 18490 2015 
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EM Inspection Tumbling E 
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Line Number Optotype Height (mm)

1 5.00

2 4.00

3 3.00

4 2.00

5 1.75

6 1.50

7 1.25

8 1.00

9 0.75

10 0.50
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Free 

at the point 

of use



©The British Institute of Non-Destructive Testing

…engineering safety, integrity and reliability

Reason for removal 

Correct Optotype 

format

Incorrect Optotype 

format 
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Working group

Dr Wolfgang Radner
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Accuity of vision charts 

Snellen

Near/Far
Landolt – Far 

vision 

Radner Near vision  
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Colour perception 

Ishihara

17/17 plates 

Trade test

Related to method / 

technique 

Colour perception 
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Grey scale perception 

Skerik 

Dr Kolbl 
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BS EN ISO 18490

Not medical 

in nature 
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Personnel 

administering the test 
Near and far acuity testing, or colour vision 

verification(s) shall be administered by a:

• licensed physician

• nurse

• ophthalmologist or optometrist; 

• or by a trained professional who is 

approved & documented by a Level 3 

personnel acting on behalf of the 

employer.
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Annex 1: Personnel Administering the 

test
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Have a thorough understanding 

Pass Fail

Qualification Requirements

Demonstrable familiarity NDT / 
VT standards

Demonstrate competence 

Trained professional
Individual authorised to 

administer
18490 VT Requirements
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BS EN 4179 :2026

Tumbling E 

Dated Version 

ISO 18490:2015

• 20/25 (Snellen)

• Jaeger No1

• Colour perception: 

• to distinguish and differentiate 

colours used within the NDT 

process 
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PCN Aerospace complies with

EN4179:2026 ISO 9712:2022

ISO 18490:2026
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PCN24/PSL44

PCN 24/GEN 

&

PCN24/AERO
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Time periodicity within the preceding 

Vision acuity – 12 months

Colour perception – 60 months

Greyscale – 60 months 

Trade test – 60 months
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Thank you for your time, any questions? 

 

  

Image / corporate credits:

Microsoft office stock images. 

BINDT PCN Scheme contact:

Patrick.boulton@bindt.org

mailto:patrick.boulton@bindt.org
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